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Evanston’s Energy Future Network for Evanston’s Future
Evanston’s Transportation Future

Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle
Evanston’s Affordable Housing Future GENERATION /0 GENERATION
Citizens Lighthouse Community Land Trust Creating a Sustainable Community
Evanston Food Policy Council
Evanston’s Global Warming Initiative
Evanston’s Water Group

Network for Evanston’s Future welcome new members at any time and at any level of interest or participation.

Web Address: www.evanstonfuture.org

Editors: Gina Lettiere, amazonpaganqueen@yahoo.com
and Joel Freeman, freemansmaller@mindspring.com
Web Manager: Ross Vagnieres ross@rvdstudio.com
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Location: Home of Linda Kruhmin, 1422 Greenwood, 2" FIr., Evanston
Contact: Linda Kruhmin, (847) 651-1197
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Location: The Unitarian Church, 1330 Ridge Ave., Evanston
Contact: thetalkingfarm@yahoo.com
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Location: Friends Meeting House, 1010 Greenleaf, Evanston
Contact: Steve Perkins, (773) 269-4055 or steve@cnt.org
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Location: Lake Street Church, 607 Lake Street, Evanston
Contact: Steve Perkins at steve@cnt.org or 773-278-3840
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Location: Café Mud, 1936 Maple Avenue, Evanston
Contact: Joel Freeman, (847)869-0955 or jsf@grummanbutkus.com

2:3 % * 1 # * !
Location: Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave.
Contact: Evanston Civic Center, (847) 328-2100
See Evanston’s Affordable Housing Future in Updates for more details
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Location: Northeastern lllinois University, 5500 N. St. Louis, Chicago
See Special Announcements for more details and volunteer
opportunities
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Location: Chicago Cultural Center

See Special Announcements to learn more about the EXPO and how
you can volunteer
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Location: Beth Emet the Free Synagogue
See Earth Day Program — In Progress Update for more details
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Location: Harms Woods Forest Preserve

Contact: Steve Perkins, (773)269-4055 or steve@cnt.org
See Special Announcements for more details.

Visit www.evanstonfuture.org and click on Calendar of Events for upcoming meetings and activities.

The Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation based in Evanston receives a NEF Award for building the highest
LEED-Platinum, the highest certification ranking by the U.S. Breen Building Council.
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After last April’s Sustainability Forum for Earth Month organized by NEF, lllinois State Representative Julie
Hamos obtained $75,000 for the City of Evanston to create an “office of sustainability.” With this newfound
opportunity, the City created a job description and solicited applications. Candidates are now being considered
for interviews.
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On March 3™ at Northeastern lllinois University in Chicago, Chicago Wilderness offers a day-long conference
that will bring together the region's best experts, most dedicated volunteers and anyone interested in nature.
Attendees will have an opportunity to learn about the latest in natural areas preservation, wildlife protection and
monitoring. The conference has something for everyone, from beginners to experts. There is special focus on
empowering citizen scientists, stewards and advocates with information, networking and good ideas.

For more information, please visit http://habitatproject.org/WildThings/

And no conference goes without the ever important volunteer. Chicago Wilderness is seeking volunteers to help
with registration, various monitoring responsibilities, and selling t-shirts. If you would like to spend a few hours
helping, please contact Gina Lettiere at galettiere1@yahoo.com.
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The EXPO, now in its third successful year, is an exciting and informative event in Chicago. Scheduled or
March 23 and 24™ at the Chicago Cultural Center, the EXPO will bring everyone together to learn about issues
around healthy food.

On March 23", farmers, processors, and the food trade will meet to network, make business connections and
attend workshops.

The second day, March 24" 'is a wonderful chance for consumers to celebrate local organic food and learn
about issues impacting the quality and safety of our food. Workshops, movies, children’s activities, chef
demonstrations and tastings, a bookstore and a farmers market will be available for you to experience.

FamilyFarmed.org EXPO needs YOU! Volunteers are needed to help with pre-event planning and assistance
during the event. Please email inffo@sustainusa.org or call (312)951-8999, ext. 101.
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On Sunday, May 20", you will get a chance to restore the damage that humankind has done to the Earth!

The Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Circle will sponsor a hands-on habitat restoration work day at Harms
Woods Forest Preserve. Everyone is welcome to gather at 1:00 p.m. and a reflection from one of the world’s
religious traditions start at 1:15 p.m. Following the reflection, removal of Buckthorn, Garlic Mustard and other
tasks will take place to restore the Forest Preserve to its ecological state 100 years ago.

Everyone can do habitat restoration! Plus, this activity brings opportunities to connect with the land and enjoy
the outdoors. Meet at the Forest Preserve parking lot on the west side of Harms Road, just south of Glenview
Road. Come dressed for the woods.
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(Submitted by Sue Carlson)

We had thought | would be able to announce a long-awaited victory in this report—the passage of a very basic
Inclusionary Housing ordinance, which actually did happen on Jan. 8. However, for those of us who are
affordable housing advocates, a very disheartening event happened on Jan. 22. Mayor Morton vetoed the
ordinance. Seeing that the Council vote was 5-4, there appears to be no way to overturn her veto.

Now we need to focus in upon the upcoming discussion and votes on a proposed Housing Trust Fund. The
Housing Commission has worked diligently to come up with clear and versatile guidelines for use of monies
available through the Demolition Tax, voluntary developer donations and the Mayor’s Housing Fund and viable
options for accountability and administration. The first hearing on this proposal will occur on Feb. 26 at the
Planning and Development Committee, usually scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at the Civic Centert Some aldermen will
want to push for their own narrow agendas. It is very important that this be a carefully crafted, transparent Trust



Fund ordinance with flexible options for use of the monies to meet future needs of the community. Please
contact your aldermen urging them to keep these parameters in mind during their deliberations on the
ordinance.
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(Submitted by Elliot Zashin, Earth Day Program Coordinator)

2006 marked a year with significant progress towards creating a sustainable Evanston. During the 2006
Evanston Earth Day event, a presentation by Steve Cohen, Office of Sustainable Development of Portland,
Oregon and the participation of Evanston City Manager Julia Carroll generated considerable excitement. Mr.
Cohen informed the audience about the many innovative programs that Portland has and is instituting to make it
one of the most livable, sustainable cities in this country. Ms. Carroll's willingness to respond to these proposals
with commitments to undertake changes in the city’s modus operandi was very heartening to the community and
NEF.

Action taken since the 2006 Earth Day presentation:

- State representative Julie Hamos secured a grant of $75,000 to begin developing a sustainability office
in Evanston.

- City of Evanston creates a job position, Sustainable Programs Coordinator.

- Early fall, the City Council approved a resolution enabling Mayor Morton to sign on to the national
Mayors’ Initiative on Global Warming.

- NEF’s steering committee decided to initiate a community-wide campaign to counter global warming and
to make that the primary focus of its Earth Day program in 2007.

- NEF took on the challenge of involving all the sectors of the community—residents, organizations, and
businesses—in on-going efforts to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions generated by the Evanston
community.

- NEF’s Food Policy Council results in a community-based urban agriculture initiative, The Talking Farm.

Community-wide Global Warming Campaign:
While the city government is working to reduce its “footprint”, the community would be working in a parallel
effort. Interactions between city government and the community will be a critical part of this campaign.

As part of the campaign, NEF members have been inviting non-profit organizations, businesses, and
congregations to be co-sponsors of the 2007 Earth Day program and to specify at least one action they will take
in the coming year to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support sustainability. More than 30 organizations
and congregations have been contacted and already 10 have agreed, including:

- Connections for the Homeless

- Evanston Chamber of Commerce

- Evanston Environment Board

- Evanston Mennonite Church

- General Board of Pension and Health Benefits of the United Methodist Church

- Interfaith Action

- Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation

- Heartland Sangha

- St. Francis Hospital

- Sherman United Methodist Church.

2007 Earth Day Program Planning Update

Mark your calendars for the 2007 Earth Day, set for April 29. NEF has invited Dave Cieslewicz, Mayor of
Madison, Wisconsin to speak to our community about the innovations going on in Madison. Mayor Cieslewicz
will also discuss how their city government is finding ways for its citizens to participate in making Madison more
sustainable. Evanston City Manager Carroll has agreed to give her first annual report on the city government’s
progress toward sustainability.




There will be breakout sessions on a number of ongoing efforts by the constituent organizations of the Network.
And plans are being made to offer a workshop on green businesses in Evanston, a workshop for high school
students, and hands-on ecology activities for middle school students.

Beth Emet the Free Synagogue has generously offered its building for the 2007 Earth Day Program and will

begin at 2:00 p.m. Everyone is invited.
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(Submitted by Debbie Hillman)

State Representative Julie Hamos has entered into the legislative pipeline a comprehensive bill on redeveloping
our local foods systems based on more sustainable agriculture. The bill is an economic development package
aimed at revitalizing rural communities but also bringing food and farm awareness to urban communities. We
had a final working meeting with Julie last week; about 26 people representing about 18 different organizations -
- farmers, non-profits, food policy councils, etc., were in attendance.

Entitled the lllinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act of 2007, the bill has been sent to the Legislative Reference
Bureau (it may be slightly changed coming out of that office, but only in technical ways). Now we have to really
start gathering support from other legislators and other lllinois citizens, both individual and organizational.
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(Submitted by Joel Freeman)

. $ ( ( % . The City of Evanston now has an agreement with
Constellation NewEnergy for its electric energy supply for most of its electric accounts. Compared to
ComEd’s electric rates that became newly effective in January, this arrangement will provide more
economical pricing. The largest electric accounts under this arrangement include the water plant, the parks
and recreation buildings, the City parking garages and the Levy Center. Also, Dave Cook of the Facilities
Management Department was instrumental in obtaining renewable energy credits (RECs) for 20% of the
electric energy as part of that power agreement. Some electric accounts were specifically excluded from the
list. These are the smallest accounts for miscellaneous street and traffic lighting and those buildings
receiving electric energy at no charge through the City‘'s current franchise agreement with ComEd (Police
and Fire Dept buildings, Animal Shelter, Civic Center, Service Center and the Libraries).

. >7 . Design is underway for replacement of this fire station on Central Street. A goal of
the new building will be Silver Certification under the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED rating system for
green buildings. The City has applied to the lllinois Clean Energy Community Foundation for a grant to
cover a portion of the additional effort to achieve this rating. Grant approval is pending at this time.



