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All Network for Evanston’s Future groups welcome new members, at any time and at any level of
interest or participation.

Candidates Respond to NEF Questionnaire
(submitted by Derek Supple)

In preparation for Evanston’s April 5 municipal elections, Network for Evanston's Future distributed
a questionnaire to all of candidates for Mayor and Alderman.  More than half of the candidates have
responded to the 13 questions posed by NEF.  Voters can become more informed on the priorities and
positions of candidates by reading responses at:    http://www.evanstonfuture.org/candidatesurvey.htm

Earth Month Events

Network for Evanston’s Future is sponsoring two free Earth Month events all about our food and
food systems. Co-sponsored by local community groups and religious institutions, the two forums will
address the food production and distribution system:  where our food comes from, how it is grown and



delivered, the environmental costs, as well as the issues of health, taste, and spiritual connections with
the source of our food – the earth.

April 3:  “Our Food:  What We Don’t Know”   (1:00 PM, Beth Emet Synagogue, 1224
Dempster).  Experts will discuss environmental problems in the food system:

• Clare Butterfield, Director of Faith in Place:  Food and our Spiritual Roots
• Fred Kirschenmann, Iowa State University:  Keynote address about sustainable agriculture
• Dr. Peter Orris:  Pesticides and their Dangers
• Dr. Martin Jaffee:  Water, Growing Scarcity and Contamination
• Karen Hudson:  Factory Farms: Harming our Environment and the Animals
• Jeffrey Smith & Liane Casten: Genetically Engineered Foods
• George Packard will moderate the discussions.

April 12:  “Our Food: The Local Story”  (7:30 PM, Lake Street Church, 607 Lake St.).   This will
be an informal and entertaining evening, bringing together local activists and representatives of our local
food system to discuss Chicago-area food resources and Evanston in particular. Discussion will include
good health, good tasting food, the history of organic foods in our area, the state of the local farm
economy, improving food choices in our schools, and citizen organization around a secure and
sustainable food system.   What’s a Food Policy Council?  What are our local resources—grocers,
farmers’ market, restaurants, community organizations?  How are other communities influencing
accessibility to good, affordable food?

To highlight the sensuality of food and emotion of activism, master storyteller Susan O’Halloran
will perform opening and closing stories.   Joining in a roundtable discussion and Q&A with the audience
will be:

• Portia Belloc-Lownds, Slow Food – Schools, community gardens, good tasting food
• Michael Altenberg, Bistro Campagne/Campagnola – Organic foods/local foods
• Terra Brockman, The Land Connection (representing two of our Evanston farmers’ market

farmers) – Farming/urban-rural connections
• Christie Phillips, Illinois Stewardship Alliance --  Food Policy Councils/organizing about food
• Steve Parkes, New Leaf Natural Grocery – Organic/local foods from a small grocer’s perspective

Citizens Lighthouse Community Land Trust

The Board of the CLCLT is awaiting with excitement our expected IRS 501(c)3 status next month.
Our Board is small (9) for all that we will need to accomplish over the next several months to begin to
fulfill our mission to develop permanently affordable housing for low- and moderate-income individuals
and families who live or work in Evanston.  We are looking for interested community members who share
our mission and would be willing to participate as members of our committees.  Committees needing
assistance are as follows:

Acquisition and Project:  review and advise on proposed projects and financial plans and identify
existing property owners who may be interested in selling or donating to the CLCLT (experience in real
estate development, construction or selling).

Finance and Fundraising:  identify grant sources and begin application process and prepare and
oversee the budget.  (banking, fundraising).



Resident Selection and Training:  design selection criteria and informational meetings for
prospective buyers, support residents once moved in (social work, training, education).

Please pass the word around among your friends and acquaintances, and suggest they call Betty
Ester for more information.   Contact:  clclt@evanstonhousing.com or 847/864-6623.

Evanston’s Affordable Housing Future
(submitted by Sue Carlson)

At last, we have reason to believe there is a firm date for the introduction of the inclusionary
housing ordinances to the Planning and Development Committee of the City Council.  TUESDAY, APRIL
12, 7:00 P.M. is the day and time (note it’s on Tuesday not the normal Monday).  Be assured, the
process of moving these proposals to the floor of the Council will have only just begun on that day and
will surely require additional time due to newly elected aldermen who will need to be brought up to
speed.

Now is the time to bone up on the facts about Evanston’s housing situation (see website) or to put
together your own story about the unaffordability of housing in our community to share with your
alderman or the Council as a whole.  Just remember, the push will need to continue throughout the
whole process.  We urge you to keep the pressure on.  Aldermen need to be persuaded that inclusionary
housing will be good for our community.

To learn what provisions are included in the proposals, go to www.evanstonhousing.com.  Check
the website regularly for up-to-date notices.  And don’t forget to vote on April 5.

Circle
(submitted by Steve Perkins)

Habitat Restoration

Evanston residents are encouraged to join the Evanston Interreligious Sustainability Project for an
afternoon of hands-on work to restore the Harms Woods Forest Preserve.  We will be cutting down
buckthorn (an exotic species) and planting seeds of native plants which were collected last fall. The work
day will be on Sunday, May 22, 1 - 4 PM.  Call Steve Perkins for more information at (773) 278-4800 Ext.
155 or steve@cnt.org

Evanston’s Energy Future
(submitted by Derek Supple)

Evanston Envir. Board to Make Presentation on Green Building to City

Upon request of Evanston's new City Manager, Julia Carroll, the Evanston Environment Board will
make a presentation on high performance, sustainable building practices to the Civic Center Committee
of the City Council.  City officials and staff are interested to learn more about energy efficient building as
planning continues for new construction projects such as a new fire station and the new city hall.

7:30 PM on Wednesday, March 30, Civic Center.  Open to the public.



Book Recommendation
(submitted by Debbie Hillman)

One of the best books I’ve read on loving the earth and understanding our (Western) civilization is Listening
to the Land: Conversations about Nature, Culture and Eros by Derrick Jensen (1995, but recently re-issued).  It’s a
series of masterfully done interviews with well-known and not-so-well-known environmentalists, theologians,
feminists, Native Americans, and other thinkers.   Each interview is inspiring and full of interesting ways of looking
at the world and history; each interviewee has a distinctive and evocative way of expression.   Included are David
Orr, Matthew Fox, Dolores Lachapelle, Susan Griffin, Jerry Mander and 25 others.   Very rich and satisfying.  (The
library has a copy: I just returned it.)

Calendar

March 30:  Green Building Presentation to Civic Center Committee, by Environment Board.  (7:30
PM, Civic Center).   Contact:  Derek Supple  dereksupple@yahoo.com

March 31:   Evanston’s Transportation Future Meeting.  7:30 – 9:00 PM (Evanston Civic Center,
2100 Ridge, Room 3650)  Contact:  Rick Martin   rmartin101@comcast.net

April 3:  Earth Month Event.  “Our Food:  What We don’t Know”   (1:00 PM Beth, Emet Synagogue,
1224 Dempster) (see details above).  Contact: Liane Casten, 847/869-9144

April 5:  ELECTION DAY

April 12:  Earth Month Event.   “Our Food:  The Local Story” (7:30 PM, Lake Street Church, 607
Lake St.) (see details above).  Contact:  Debbie Hillman,  847/328-7175

April 13:  Evanston’s Energy Future Meeting, 7:30 – 9:30 (at 1118 Sherman – Debbie Hillman’s
house, 328-7175).   Contact:  Joel Freeman  847/328-3555  ext. 216

April 20: “The Future of Food” – a film (6:30-8:00 PM, Evanston Ecology Center, 2024 McCormick).
Directed, produced, and written by Deborah Koons Garcia.  In her words:  "My goal was to make a film
that gave the average person a clear understanding of how genetic engineering works, from the cellular
level to the global level.   I'm hoping this film can be a combination of Silent Spring and The Battle of
Algiers. Once you see it, you'll feel compelled to act, even if that means just changing the kind of food
you eat."  Program is free, but registration by April 19 is recommended. Contact:   847/864-5181

May 22:  Hands-on Habitat Restoration at Harms Woods, 1 – 4 PM.  Sponsored by Evanston
Interreligious Sustainability Circle.  Contact:  Steve Perkins  773/278-4800 ext. 155

May 27 – August:  Sustainable Furniture: Chicago Designers Respond.  Chicago Cultural Center
(78 E. Washington).   Contact: Chicago Furniture Designers Association  sustain@cfdainfo.org


